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0202 AON/LD0

STEEl CASED
AMMO
SHllllTl]llT

o THE
_, A5
10w can o

SIN3S3Hd weSINHYIHIS NHIAON

SNOILYOIT78Nd NOTHLY

BUILD YOUR MINDSE T l
SKILLSET AND BODY - &

PLUS ™ %

> HOGEI WITH ?ﬁ\mﬁf SuRi (2
> NIGHT-READY ANDERSON 450 4=
> THROWING DOWN THE UMAREX GAUNTEER
> RUGER 6.5 PRC IN ALASKA

BAT'".E OF THE DMRS S G
DANIEL DEFENSE US. ROCK RIVER Anmsﬂ |

6

02163

74470
ATHLON PUBLICATIONS

'STN Ul pejuld
0




OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
VOLUME 3 ISSUE 6

10
16

9 mm Luger
(9n19) FVJ

6 '1'. TACTICAL LIFE | 10-11 | 2020

TACTICAL

LIFE'Z

STOCKPILE
GUN TALK

As politicians and
activists shame us, gun
owners keep funding
conservation—big time
BY JAY LANGSTON

RELOAD ZONE
What you need to do to
get the most from this
popular cartridge

BY KYLE LYNCH

CROSSHAIRS
Going long with
Vortex's new Gen llI
10X riflescope

BY DAVID BAHDE

AIR SUPPORT
Umarex throws down
the “Gauntlet” in the
crowded airgun
marketplace

BY JAY LANGSTON

94

111

TAGTIGAL RIDES
GM Defense’s Infantry

Squad Vehicle changes
how soldiers ride

into battle

BY WILL DABBS, MD

AMMO MATCH
Six steel-cased 9mm
rounds fight it out on
the range

BY FRANK MELLONI

BATTLE BLADES

In depth look at the SOG
Flash AT and other hot,
new EDC folders

BY GEORGE MCNEIL

PROJECT AR

Amp up your AR with
Diamondhead'’s latest
functional bling

BY WILL DABBS, MD

FLASHBACK

Carlos Hathcock's
Stevens Model 15-A was
the gun that sparked his
decorated career

BY T.LOGAN METESH

FAKE-TICAL NEWS
Tactical satire for
operators who are nuts
about guns

BY MARK CHESNUT

TACTICAL-LIFE.COM



Hathcock
was just 17
when he
joined the
Marines
in 1959.

CARLOS HATHCOCK'S STEVENS MODEL
15-A WAS THE GUN THAT SPARKED '

4 - TO R: Family friend chky Thomson younger
B> brother Billy Jack and Carlos'Hathcock shooting. |
in 1958. Blllyjack is holding this rifle. '

HIS DECORATED CAREER

BY T. LOGAN METESH

Ask anyone what
kind of gun they
used when they

learned how to shoot as a
child, and they will almost
always say it was some

kind of .22-caliber pistol or
rifle. Because a .22 is such
a soft-shooting round, it's
perfect for teaching children
(and adults) the fundamen-
tals of marksmanship without
scaring them away with loud
noise or harsh recoil.

In the early 20th century,
one such popular rifle was the
Stevens Model 15, which was
an affordable, easy-to-use,
single-shot rifle. The Model
15 was intended for the boy's
rifle market. Early models had
a 22-inch barrel, and later
models had a 24-inch barrel.
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Regardless of barrel length,
these rifles usually tipped the
scales at less than 4 pounds.
It was a simple single-shot,
bolt-action design. The
bolt operated like any other
bolt-action rifle, except that
after extracting the fired
cartridge case, there was no
magazine that would allow the
loading of another cartridge.
Instead, the next round had to
be manually loaded.

For the first 10 years
of production, 1937 to
1947, it was billed as the
Springfield Model 15. In
1948, it became known as
the Stevens Model 15 and
remained as such through
1965. In other instances,
the rifle was known as the
Model 120, and thousands

were manufactured
as “store-brand guns”
for companies such as
Sears, Montgomery Ward,
JCPenney and others,
through 1971.

SOI0Ld DAISN

I
THE STANDOUT
MODEL 15
This particular gun is a
Stevens Model 15-A. The
exact year of production
is unknown because it was
made before federal law
required each gun to have
a serial number, but we
do know that it was made
before 1958. We know this
because the gun shows up
in old family photos that are
positively dated to that year.

Now, the gun in and of
itself as an example of a
run-of-the-mill Stevens Model
15-A is rather unremarkable,
having virtually no collector
value and a resale value of
$100 or so. What makes this
particular gun so special is
the person who learned to
shoot with it.

This Stevens Model 15-A
belonged to a family from
Arkansas, and one of the
boys who learned to shoot
with this gun was Carlos
Norman Hathcock II.

Born in 1942, Hathcock
enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps on May 20, 1959—the
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very day he turned 17. His
previous skill as a marksman
had won him a variety of
matches and trophies at
places like Camp Perry in
Ohio. His proficiency with a
rifle gained the attention of
Edward James “Jim” Land,
one of Carlos’ commanding
officers in Vietnam, who
trained him in an early ver-
sion of a sniper school.

I

A SNIPER'S LEGACY
By the time he left Vietnam
for the second—and final—
time in 1969, Carlos had
cemented his legacy as one
of the most accomplished
Marine Corps snipers of

all time, with a total of 93
confirmed kills. The key
word there is “confirmed,’ as
Carlos estimates his actual
number to be somewhere
between 300 and 400.

It was not uncommon for
Carlos to spend days on end
inching through fields toward
the enemy, so well disguised
that he was almost stepped
on by a Vietnamese soldier
one time and almost bitten by
a viper another time.

Locally, he became known
as “Long Tr'ang"—"White
Feather"—because he kept
such a feather in his hat
band at all times while in
country. Hathcock’s skill as

5=
| LIKE SHOOTING, AND | LOVE
HUNTING. BUT | NEVER DID ENJOY
KILLING ANYBODY. IT°S MY JOB.”

a sniper quickly made him
Public Enemy Number 1 to
the Vietnamese. They even

i went so far as to offer a

bounty on his head worth
a staggering equivalent of
$30,000. Normally, bounties
rarely got higher than a few
thousand dollars.

By far, the most impressive

i shot he ever made was when

he took out an enemy sniper
who had been dispatched to
kill him. While lying in wait,
Carlos caught a glimpse of
light that flashed off the ene-
my'’s scope. After making the

i shot, it was discovered that

Hathcock’s round went right
down the center of the scope
and struck the enemy sniper

TACTICAL-LIFE.COM

Quite popular with
American young-
sters in the 1940s,
50s and 60s, this
Stevens 15-A
has special value
because it was the
first gun Carlos
“White Feather”
Hathcock trained
on as a child.

in the eye, killing him instantly.

It's important to note, how-
ever, that just because Hath-
cock was good at what he
did didn't mean that he was
heartless or relished the killing
of human beings. In an inter-
view, he said, “I like shooting,
and | love hunting. But | never
did enjoy killing anybody. It's
my job. If | don't get those
bastards, then they're gonna
kill a lot of these kids dressed
up like Marines’”

|

IN MEMORIAM

Carlos left Vietnam in 1969
after being badly injured and
burned when a vehicle he was
riding in struck an anti-tank

i mine. He pulled seven fellow
! Marines from the fiery wreck

and received the Purple Heart
for his actions. A Silver Star
came decades later.

Once he recovered and
was firmly reestablished in
the United States, Hathcock
helped Jim Land establish the
Marine Corps Scout Sniper
School in Quantico, Virginia.
In 1975, he was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis and
was medically retired from
the Marine Corps.

Despite the pain from his
disease, Carlos continued
to offer sniper training to
military and law enforcement
agencies throughout the
country for the rest of his life.
In 1999, he lost his battle
with multiple sclerosis at just
56 years old.

Carlos Hathcock’s story
is the ultimate testament
to what can be done when
a small spark from a small
gun like the Stevens Model
15-A ignites the passion for
marksmanship.

Donated by his younger
brother, Billy Jack Hathcock,
the visually unremarkable
Stevens rifle on which one
of the Marine Corps’ most
celebrated snipers of all time
learned to shoot is in the
collection of the National
Museum of the Marine Corps
in Quantico, Virginia. %
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