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Lot 3349: William & John Rigby Retailer Cased and Marked London Armory Co. Beaumont-Adams Double Action Percussion Revolver 

Civil War arms collectors are no doubt familiar with James Kerr and the revolvers that bear his name. They 

may also be familiar with the Beaumont-Adams self-cocking revolvers of the same period. In a wider vein, 

collectors of fine guns of all kinds know the name Rigby and the quality that is synonymous with it. More 

obscure, however, is the firm known as the London Armoury Company. The cased Beaumont-Adams revolver 

offered here can be considered the intersection where all of the aforementioned names meet. 

The gun's namesakes are Robert Adams and then- Lieutenant Frederick E. B. Beaumont. Adams patented the 

first successful double-action revolver on August 22, 1851. His arms were on display at the Crystal Palace 

Exhibition, along with those of a competitor: Samuel Colt. Beaumont served with the Royal Engineers and 

was a veteran of the Crimean War. His design contributions included the addition of a hammer spur and his 

patented invention of a single- and double-action lock. After Adams and Colt exhibited their guns at the 

Crystal Palace, Adams' design took off in popularity. It was available in a bigger caliber, was better made, and 

offered faster double-action shooting. 








